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Vol 17 - No 18 BACKING EQUIPMENT ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

Many accidents involving equipment occur at low speeds. Trucks, dozers, graders and front end loaders
often move slowly on job sites. However, that does not keep them from being involved in accidents.
Often, if personnel get injured, it’s not the operator but an employee on the ground who’s in the wrong
place at the wrong time. In this accident a grader was cutting blue tops to get a specific grade on an uphill
slope. The operator had been backing up and going forward all morning. Aforeman on the site drove up
and parked at the bottom of the hill directly in the path that the grader was traveling down the hill. The
foreman had just stepped out of his truck when it was suddenly rammed by the grader causing damage to
both vehicles. Inthis case, the foreman was lucky enough to jump out of the way to avoid injury.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Ifyou are on foot, always keep your eye on moving equipment.

2.Don’'tgointo an area unless you have a specific job to do.

3.Ifyouaredriving into a site, be aware of equipment and never park behind moving equipment.
4.Back up alarms are no guarantee againstinjury or damage. Pay attention and take time to look.
5. Always wear your safety vest to increase your visibility to equipment operators.
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