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INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
An apprentice was shocked 
while hooking up fluorescent 
lighting. The day before 
temporary power had been 
switch to permanent power but 
t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a l s o  h a d  
s e c o n d a r y  p o w e r .  T h e  
apprentice turned off the main 
switch but not the emergency 
power. As he began to connect 
wires he came in contact with 
the hot line and was held by the 
current for several seconds 
before a co-worker looked up 
and saw what was happening. 
He ran over and shut off the 
secondary power. The worker 
received severe burns to his 
hands and a couple of his 
knuckles had to be surgically 
repaired. When asked if the 
apprentice knew about the 
secondary power and where to 
shut it off, the supervisor 
stated that he thought he did. 

SAFETY
 RECOMMENDATIONS:
Never assume that all workers know what precautions should be taken. Always go 
over safety precautions and steps to take to assure that all power is off. Lockout-
tagout procedures were not used and this crew had not been properly trained.
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