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Personnel platform safety has very specific regulations in the OSHA standards. A sub contractor needed
safety training to allow him to send workers on a platform that was made to elevate both materials and workers
to complete masonry work. The platform was constructed as the exact same replica of the original version at
the shop and looks the same as the one from the dealer. The platform was not stamped with the manufacturers
engineered stamp to show the limitations and capacity of the machine and the platform had no visible
stamping certifying that the platform was ready for use.

Remember that any platform or attachment on any machinery should be stamped by a certified engineer that is
qualified to test the equipment as well as to supply the consumer of the load capacity of the attachment. In
addition, check the owners manual to learn of the risks and the capability and proper usage of the equipment.
It is not safe to assume the machine is fine just simply because is was made exactly the same and is not any
different from the original attachment version. If it is the original refer to the owners manual to familiarize
yourself of the risks involved with the use of the attachment

1926.550(g)(4) Personnel platforms—(i) Design criteria. (A) The personnel platform and suspension system
shall be designed by a qualified engineer or a qualified person competentin structural design.
1926.550(g)(4)(i)(B) The suspension system shall be designed to minimize tipping of the platform due to
movement of employees occupying the platform.

1926.550(g)(4)(i)(C) The personnel platform itself, except the guardrail system and personal fall arrest system

anchorages, shall be capable of supporting, without failure, its own weight and at least five times the
maximum intended load.

1926.550(g)(4)(ii) Platform specifications. (A) Each personnel platform shall be equipped with a guardrail
system which meets the requirements of subpart M, and, shall be enclosed at least from the toeboard to mid-
rail with either solid construction or expanded metal having openings no greater than 1/2 inch (1.27 cm)..
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