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Ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCl’'s) are used to protect
employees from electrical shocks. However, if branch outlets are not
installed correctly, they will not shut off power when needed thus
providing a false sense of security. Incorrectly installed GFCI’s
expose all contractors at the job site to potential injury as well as
possible OSHA citations and fines if a compliance officer discovers
the hazard.

Often times, when temporary panels are set up, non-GFCI outlets are
fed from a main GFCI protected outlet. It is important to make sure
that the GFCI outlets are installed and wired correctly. GFCI testers
are a good way to check if branch outlets are connected correctly.
However, if you do not have a GFCI tester it is best to connect your
electrical tools to a GFCI protected outlet and give it a manual test
before use to ensure that it trips to shut off power and resets correctly.
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