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Tools are a big part of the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r l d  t o d a y.  
Employees have to be trained in the 
proper use and maintenance of their 
tools to keep them in good operable 
condition. 

Tool guards are in place to protect 
the worker from injury.  A tool with 
the guard removed or broken 
should never be used on a job site.  
An employee from a tile company 
was grinding a piece of tile with a 4” 
grinder without any guard on the 
grinder.  As he was grinding the tile 
the grinding wheel broke off in three 
parts and struck the employee on 
his abdomen causing a small 
laceration.  He was not hospitalized. 
However, he did miss several days 
of work to recuperate.

The OSHA standard 29 CFR 
1926.303(b)(1) states that Grinding 
machines shall be equipped with 
safety guards in conformance with 
requirements of American National 
Standards Institute, B7.1-1970, 
Safety Code for the Use, Care and 
Protection of Abrasive Wheels, and 
paragraph (d) of this section states 
that all abrasive wheels and tolls 
used by employees shall meet other 
app l icab le  requ i rements  o f  
American National Standards 
Institute, B&-1970, safety code for 
the use, Care and Protection of 
Abrasive Wheels. 
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