
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
An electrician apprentice was 
attempting to insert a piece of a pipe 
bending machine called a “shoe” into 
the pipe bending unit.  The “shoe” 
measures approximately 36” in length 
and 8” in width.  It weighs about 35 
pounds.  The “shoe” slipped from the 
worker’s hand and in an attempt to 
instinctively catch it, the worker had 
his left middle finger caught between 
the “shoe” and the unit framework. He 
sustained a laceration with a tendon 
tear to his left middle finger. 
Unfortunately, he was not wearing 
gloves for hand protection and was 
not fully aware of the hazards 
involved with this unit.

SAFETY 
RECOMMENDATION:
Wearing gloves will 
prevent or diminish 
the severity of a hand 
injury.  Employees 
should be trained on 
the proper PPE to be 
used on the job site.
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