
There are str ict  
guidelines on the 
use of aerial lifts that 
need to be observed 
to make the job site 
safe. When these are 
ignored or shortcuts 
are taken, the safety 
of all employees is 
compromised.  Two 
w o r k e r s  w e r e  
o b s e r v e d  
performing routine 
maintenance work.  
The workers were 
using a scissor lift to 
reach an electrical 
sign high above the 
ground.  They never 
u n l o a d e d  t h e  
scissor lift from the 
16ft flatbed trailer 
used to transport the 
lift from job site to 
job site.  This is a 
serious misuse of 
the equipment that 
e x p o s e d  t h e  
e m p l o y e e s  t o  
s e v e r a l  s a f e t y  
hazards which could 
have resulted in injury or death.

All workers that will be working on or operating a scissor lift must be trained in scissor 
lift safety.  All manufacturer’s safety recommendations must be followed at all times.  
Never operate the scissor lift unless it is on a level surface.  Never operate a scissor lift 
from the deck of a trailer.  In this case some of the hazards include possible failure of the 
wood floor on the trailer and possible movement of the truck which could result in the lift 
tipping over.

INCORRECT- NEVER OPERATE A SCISSOR LIFT
    WHILE IT IS ON A TRAILER OR ATTACHED TO
    A PICKUP TRUCK
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