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Portable power tools have aided in increasing production on job sites and
are an essential part of daily construction. The manufacturers of tools have
engineers develop tools for the comfort and convenience of daily
operations by workers. Specific directions accompany all tools and itis the
responsibility of the employer to train the employee in the proper use of the
tool to be utilized. However, it is the responsibility of the employee (once
trained) to use the tool(s) as indicated by the manufacturer for the safety of
the user and of those around the user.

The picture below shows a masonry worker
using a gas powered saw (a “quickie saw”)
to cut a brick. The worker sat on
the saw and had locked the
power trigger in full throttle
mode as he used both
hands to hold the brick
on the saw blade. This
poses the potential of
the worker cutting his
hands, arms and face.

Additionally, it poses
. the potential for brick
_ fragments to fly
away and strike
workers nearby.
Note that there is
no appropriate
PPE in use
besides the
worker's hard
hat.
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