
Extension cords are commonplace on construction sites. Job 
site hazards and hard use make extension cords prone to 
damage.  When this happens, they must be removed from 
service. There are three effective ways of doing this:

1) The most common is figure 1.  If the damage is to either end, 
or anywhere along the length of the cord, you may cut the 
cord at that point. YOU MUST MAKE SURE THE EXTENSION 
CORD IS DISCONNECTED FROM ANY POWER SOURCE at 
this time.

2) You may also remove the extension cord from service by 
tagging it as shown in figure 2. The text on the tag should 
explain clearly as to the status of the cord.

3) A third way is wrapping the extension cord in brown 
electrical tape as shown in figure 3. The color brown 
signifies the item is unserviceable.

In all cases the extension cord must be removed from use and 
put in the storage area or removed from the job site.  If the 
extension cord is to be thrown away it should be destroyed so it 
cannot be used by anyone.   

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

A  publication  of  - - -
Visit our website at for a complete list of all our safety services

Engineering Safety Consultants, Inc.    P.O. Box 691447    San Antonio, Texas 78269    1-800-327-1516
  

c    2010 - All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced in any manner without the written permission of Engineering Safety Consultants, Inc.
www.esc-safety.com

Company ______________________________   Location ____________________________   Date ________________

 SAFETY
TRAINING                             

Vol 17 - No 2     REMOVING DAMAGED EXTENSION CORDS FROM SERVICE



FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 3

 SAFETY
TRAINING                             

A  publication  of  Engineering Safety Consultants, Inc.  -  P.O. Box 691447  -  San Antonio, Texas 78269  -  1-800-327-1516
Visit our website at www.esc-safety.com for a complete list of all our safety services

c    2010 - All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced in any manner without the written permission of Engineering Safety Consultants, Inc.

Company ______________________________   Location ____________________________   Date ________________

Vol 17 - No 2     REMOVING DAMAGED EXTENSION CORDS FROM SERVICE

Extension cords are commonplace on construction sites. Job 
site hazards and hard use make extension cords prone to 
damage.  When this happens, they must be removed from 
service. There are three effective ways of doing this:

1) The most common is figure 1.  If the damage is to either end, 
or anywhere along the length of the cord, you may cut the 
cord at that point. YOU MUST MAKE SURE THE EXTENSION 
CORD IS DISCONNECTED FROM ANY POWER SOURCE at 
this time.

2) You may also remove the extension cord from service by 
tagging it as shown in figure 2. The text on the tag should 
explain clearly as to the status of the cord.

3) A third way is wrapping the extension cord in brown 
electrical tape as shown in figure 3. The color brown 
signifies the item is unserviceable.

In all cases the extension cord must be removed from use and 
put in the storage area or removed from the job site.  If the 
extension cord is to be thrown away it should be destroyed so it 
cannot be used by anyone.   


