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Vol/16 -No 5 ROLLER MISHAP

Heavy Equipment can be just as dangerous when turned off as it is when work
is being performed. The employee operating this roller decided to take a break
and parked the roller on what he believed to be a flat surface clear of other
vehicles. He pulled the emergency brake, turned off the machine and upon
returning to work, started to operate another piece of equipment in a different
area of the work site. Thirty minutes later he returned to see the roller had
rolled about 30ft and hit the supervisor's truck. Later, after talking to
employees, it was discovered that the emergency brake had not been working
correctly for about three weeks. This accident could have been worse if it had
been parked near vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

Inspections are a must for all equipment on a daily basis. This will ensure that
all safety features on equipment will be working properly and those that need
attention will be put out of service until repaired. Wheels should be choked or
turned away from vehicles or pathways. Simple safety measures can prevent
accidents from happening.
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