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Special care should be taken on 
d a y s  o f  s e v e r e  w i n d  a n d  
unpredictable weather.  Injuries can 
occur when you least expect them. 

An employee was walking toward a 
ladder to climb up to the roof.  As he 
was passing in front of the pipe that 
was being used to send up the hot 
tar from the kettle to the roof, he 
heard the foreman yell, “watch out 
below." He looked up to see thick, 
heavy drops falling. He was burned 
by drops of hot tar that reached up 
to 500 degrees F. Unfortunately, the 
workers injuries came as a result of 
not wearing the required safety 
glasses.  The tar fell into his right 
eye and onto his shoulder. He was 
sent to clean off the tar, but started 

to experience blurry vision and a burning 
sensation in his shoulder area. He was rushed 
to the nearest hospital, where eye drops were 
applied as well as cream for his shoulder. The 
doctor informed him that he would have 
blurred vision, and ultimately would lose the 
vision in his right eye.

Never work in high areas during windy 
weather. Find a different area to put a ladder 
that is further away from a kettle and pipe in 
use. All employees wear personal protective 
equipment that's needed to do the job that's 
being done, such as hard hat, safety glasses, 
gloves, and protective clothing. Place around 
the tube a protective guard to help prevent 
spills from the wind.  Simple precautions can 
help keep you and your fellow employees safe 
from harm.
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