
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
A plumber was working off a 10 ft stepladder at a 
working height of about 7 ft.  The injury occurred 
when the employee was using a drill to make 
penetrations into the ceiling to set anchors.  As the 
employee was looking up to perform his task he lost 
his footing causing him to fall to the concrete floor 
below.  He landed on his left side and his right hand 
hit the rail of the fallen ladder.  He immediately got up 
and reported the accident to his supervisor whom in 
turn took him to the doctor.  Luckily, the employee 
only suffered bruises from the incident.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. For performing elevated tasks, it is always 

recommended to work from a platform such as a 
scaffold or a scissor lift especially if working for 
long periods of time.

2. Use care while on a 
ladder.  The steps are 
so narrow that the 
slightest foot shift can 
cause you to slip and 
fall.

3. When the situation 
al lows, i t  is also 
recommended for an 
employee to utilize a 
harness and tie off to 
an overhead anchor 
point such as a beam 
or  joist.

4. Always follow your 
company’s  ladder  
program.
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