
Keeping track of the wear and tear on equipment is an on 
going problem on all job sites.  One small item overlooked 
can cause injury or death.  It is especially important when 
dealing with gases and the threat of explosion to make 
sure all torches and hoses are in proper working order.  

A torch was damaged due to excessive use and 
mishandling.  Instead of properly replacing or 
repairing the hose, a worker decided to repair the 
hose with tie wire.  He then returned to work and 
continued to use the defective hose throughout 
the duration of the job. The employees were not 
aware that the potential for an explosion was 
present.  If the hose had come apart and 
released gases that were flammable and 
harmful to the body, injury could have 
happened to all the workers in the area.  
Luckily, the problem was detected and 
fixed before any accident could occur.

All equipment should be inspected 
daily prior to use and any damaged 
hoses should be removed and 
tagged out of service to illustrate 
t h a t  i t  n e e d s  r e p a i r  o r  
replacement.  All repairs 
should be done with factory 
approved connections and 
parts.  Never take short 
cuts with equipment 
repair.  To reduce the risk 
o f  p o s s i b l e  a n d  
potential bodily injury, 
never use a damaged 
h o s e  o r  f a u l t y  
equipment.

INCORRECT-
Never repair hoses
with substandard 
methods.  Remove and
replace with new hoses
or repair by manufacturer’s
specifications only.
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Keeping track of the wear and tear on equipment is an on 
going problem on all job sites.  One small item overlooked 
can cause injury or death.  It is especially important when 
dealing with gases and the threat of explosion to make 
sure all torches and hoses are in proper working order.  

A torch was damaged due to excessive use and 
mishandling.  Instead of properly replacing or 
repairing the hose, a worker decided to repair the 
hose with tie wire.  He then returned to work and 
continued to use the defective hose throughout 
the duration of the job. The employees were not 
aware that the potential for an explosion was 
present.  If the hose had come apart and 
released gases that were flammable and 
harmful to the body, injury could have 
happened to all the workers in the area.  
Luckily, the problem was detected and 
fixed before any accident could occur.

All equipment should be inspected 
daily prior to use and any damaged 
hoses should be removed and 
tagged out of service to illustrate 
t h a t  i t  n e e d s  r e p a i r  o r  
replacement.  All repairs 
should be done with factory 
approved connections and 
parts.  Never take short 
cuts with equipment 
repair.  To reduce the risk 
o f  p o s s i b l e  a n d  
potential bodily injury, 
never use a damaged 
h o s e  o r  f a u l t y  
equipment.


