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INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
As the Superintendent was driving 
through the job site, he came across 
an area that was blocked off by 
materials and equipment. He decided 
to back away from the blocked area 
but did not realize the plumbers had 
not barricaded a trench they had left 
exposed as they were waiting for the 
city inspector to inspect for final 
approval. The subcontractor that dug 
the trench had left for the day 
b e c a u s e  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  w a s  
scheduled to inspect the next day. 
The superintendent had to have his 
truck pulled out, rear axle replaced, 
rear bumper repaired, frame adjusted 
and could not use his vehicle for 
three days while it was getting 
repaired. Estimated costs for repairs 
were approximately $3500.00, not 
including the time it kept the 
superintendent away from his job.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:
1926.651(f) warning system for 
mobile equipment.  When mobile 
equipment is operated adjacent to an 
excavation, or when such equipment 
is required to approach the edge of 
an excavation, and the operator does 
not have a clear and direct view of the 
edge of the excavation, a warning 
system shall be utilized such as 
barricades, hand or mechanical 
signals, or stop logs. If possible, the 
grade should be away from the 
excavation.
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