
It is always important to use the right tool for 
the job.  While working, the employee uses 
various tools to complete the task at hand.  
However, at times a worker may feel that 
taking the time to get the proper tool to 
complete the task is going to slow down 
their work. At other times the employee may 
realize that he has forgotten to prepare the 
proper tools needed before leaving to go to 
work.

Pulling fuses is a common task on a job site.  
Pulling a fuse may be necessary during new 
installations, maintenance work, and 
especially when attempting to diagnose a 
problem circuit.  All employees know that in order to pull a fuse the proper method is to ensure 
that the power has been disconnected and verified to be de-energized.  The next step would be to 
use an insulated fuse puller designed for the specific size and/or type of fuse.  

Unfortunately, the fuse puller that some workers use is a pair of channel locks or vice grips.  This 
is not acceptable.  A fuse may become damaged when forced out by means of an improper tool.  
If the damaged fuse is placed back into the panel there is potential for a serious accident. 

29 CFR 1926.301(a)
Employers shall not issue or permit the use of unsafe hand tools. 
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