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 SAFETY
TRAINING                             

INCORRECT-
Personnel should
never stand under
a load while it is
hoisted.

INCORRECT-
Safety latch is
missing from the
hook and the 
nylon straps are
frayed and weak

Vol 16 - No 42     WORN NYLON STRAPS

Even the simplest thing such as a 
nylon sling can prove deadly if not 
inspected regularly for faults and 
frays.  Usually the nylon slings are 
used to hoist heavy objects which can 
pose a threat to workers if the straps 
snap and the material being hoisted 
falls to the ground.

A utility crew was observed installing 
waterline pipe.  Two workers were 
observed standing below the track 
hoe bucket (safety violation #1: 
workers are under a suspended load). 
Additionally, the nylon hoisting sling 
which is attached to the hook of the 
bucket had the safety latch missing 
from the hook (safety violation #2).   
This poses the potential of having the 
overhead object(s) fall onto the 
employees.  After removing the 
workers from under the suspended 
load the nylon sling was noted to have 
excessive wear (safety violation #3).  
Unfortunately, when interviewing the 
operator of the track hoe it was 
discovered that the unit had not had a 
pre-operational inspection (safety 
violation #4).

OSHA standards state that ALL 
equipment shall be inspected prior to 
each shift's use.  Unfortunately this 
standard was not complied with on 
this day. Fortunately for the workers 
they did manage to go home at the end 
of the day! 
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